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Europe’s cultural landscape offers a surprising variety of wild animals. But a lot
of these species are either endangered or extinct.

A zoo director breaks new ground: Theo Pagel, renowned zoologist and long-
time director of the Cologne Zoo tries to find out whether zoos can aid in the
quest to save endangered species or if such rhetoric is merely a form of PR
campaign for the zoos. To clarify this, he sets off to Vietnam and Laos and visits
conservation projects for monkeys, reptiles, bears and elephants. But he also
dedicates himself to local wild animals like lynxes and the common hamster.
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